**To the Editor:**

We appreciate Dr Auersperg\'s letter regarding our paper as it gives us the opportunity to address and clarify issues which she raises. As we understand from her letter, Dr Auersperg primarily takes issue with the view that all high-grade ovarian serous carcinomas are derived from fallopian tube-type epithelium. Although we do subscribe to this view, this was not the primary aim of our study. The specific aim was to try to characterize the nature and presumed origin of ovarian cortical inclusion cysts (CICs) because they have been proposed to be the source of these ovarian carcinomas. To explain how flat nondescript epithelium (OSE) undergoes malignant transformation to high-grade serous carcinoma, which has a fallopian tube phenotype, it has been proposed that the OSE undergoes tubal-type metaplasia. Dr Auersperg, in fact, has been one of the main proponents of this theory.

Dr Auersperg first disputes the use of PAX8 as a marker of tubal-type epithelium as opposed to OSE asserting that "PAX8 is mainly, although not completely absent in OSE on the ovarian surface, but it is expressed by most OSE-lined cysts." She supports her argument with 3 references, 2 of which are her own. In our search we found only 2 other papers describing PAX8 expression in CICs [@R1],[@R2] which we had cited in our report. Neither of these indicated whether the CICs were flat or ciliated. In our study, none of the 5 CICs lined by flat epithelium (OSE) were positive for PAX8 and 4 of the 5 were positive for calretinin. We did find focal PAX8 expression in OSE on the ovarian surface in 2/20 cases. Admittedly, the numbers are small and, although in general surgical pathology practice PAX8 is used as a müllerian marker and calretinin as a mesothelial marker, we recognize that no one marker is perfect so we used a constellation of markers. Accordingly, in addition to PAX8 expression, we interpreted absence of calretinin expression, presence of estrogen receptor (ER) and progesterone receptor (PR), and expression of CD45 (lymphocyte marker) as markers of tubal-type epithelium. Lymphocytes are always present in fallopian tube epithelium but rarely in OSE [@R3]. Taking into account all of these markers, we found a much closer "family resemblance" of CICs lined by ciliated epithelium to fallopian tube epithelium as opposed to OSE. Dr Auersperg also states that "Panels J-O in figure 2 of our paper, meant to illustrate the specificity of calretinin and PAX8, are of such poor quality as to be inconclusive." Obviously, the reviewers and the Editor did not share this view as figure 2 was featured on the cover of the Journal in which our article appeared.

Dr Auersperg\'s next argument is that our interpretation that CICs lined partially by ciliated epithelium and flattened epithelium (so-called hybrid cysts) are of tubal-type is incorrect. Again she attributes this to metaplasia from OSE. We concluded that the flattened portion may have resulted from expansion of the cyst and flattening of the epithelium thereby obliterating the cilia because we found that the immunoprofile of the ciliated epithelium and the flattened epithelium in the hybrid cysts was the same. PAX8 was expressed in all 11 hybrid cysts, but only 4 expressed calretinin. In addition, ER and PR were expressed in 5% and 67%, respectively, of ciliated cysts and in 9% and 45%, respectively, of hybrid cysts. ER and PR were not expressed in the flat cysts. Finally, lymphocytes were present in all hybrid cysts as in ciliated cysts; however, it was present in only 1/3 of flat cysts. Because we found that the ciliated and hybrid cysts were so similar we combined them in figure 1. Dr Auersperg says that as a result of combining the 2 groups it is "impossible to determine the true proportion of ciliated CICs." The 2 types of cysts are split out in the Results section and therefore the proportion can be easily calculated as she herself does in the next sentence of her letter.

Next, Dr Auersperg disputes our proposal that fimbrial epithelium can be implanted on the ovary at the site of rupture during ovulation. She says there is no evidence for this (we agree that this is speculative, but biologically plausible) and then goes through a number of reasons why this could not possibly occur concluding that if implantation of tubal epithelium were the source of the CICs they would be located in or near ovulated follicles. Over time atretic follicles and corpora lutea are resorbed as evidenced by the finding that the number of corpora albicans in middle-aged and older women is far lower than would be expected from the number of ovulatory cycles that would have occurred during their reproductive years. In any event, none of Dr Auersperg\'s reasons are supported by any evidence and hence Dr Auersperg\'s criticism is as speculative as our proposal is.

In our study, we found a trend of increased ciliated cysts in older women and suggested that this indirectly provided support to our hypothesis that they resulted from ovulatory cycles as older women were likely to have more numerous ovulatory cycles. Dr Auersperg disputes this in favor of the opposite scenario, namely that CICs are significantly more numerous in women who ovulate rarely indicating that CICs result from invagination of the OSE. The logic of this statement eludes us. Why do women who ovulate less frequently develop invaginations of OSE? She offers no explanation. Dr Auersperg concludes by saying that 2 studies (citations 11 and 12 in her letter) support the hypothesis that CICs arise from invaginations of OSE. One of the pieces of evidence cited in reference \#11 was the frequent identification of tubal metaplasia in CICs in the normal ovary of women with ovarian carcinoma on the contralateral side. "Tubal metaplasia" in a CIC is simply the presence of tubal tissue lining the CIC and is therefore morphologically identical to a CIC arising from implanted tubal epithelium. The latter interpretation simply eliminates the need to invoke metaplasia to account for the presence of ciliated tubal epithelium. Parenthetically, other types of metaplasia in CICs are very rare (personal observations, R.J.K. 2014).

Our proposal that there are 2 pathways for the development of CICs does not negate the hypothesis of invagination of OSE but rather builds on it. In fact, as stated by Brian Greene in *The Hidden Reality. Parallel Universes and the Deep Laws of the Cosmos* "successful new theories do not render past theories irrelevant, instead they embrace and extend them" [@R4].

In conclusion, the morphologic and immunohistochemical features of CICs suggest that they are derived either from invagination of OSE leading to the development of flat cysts or from implanted fallopian tube epithelium leading to the development of ciliated cysts.
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